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Hello, This ls James Cagney. First, Itd like you %o
1isten to the voice of a gentleman who’llves ln
Kalamazoo, Michlgan, v

In the days when paper mills on the Kalamazoo River
were few in number and small in Size, people looked
with gratitude on the Job opportunities which were
afforded by these mllls, and the pollution load on the
river was so small that it constltuted no public

problem,

But graddally theré came to be more and more paper
mills and as the gountry grew in proséerity,these mllls
grew in size, Whefeas there had been no problem with
a 1ittle pollubtion of the Kalamazoo River, the problem
finally came to be one which could not be ignored,
That was Dr, Harold Taylor, director of the UpJohn
Instlitute 16 Kalamazoo, He was pinpointing one aépeot
of an over=all problem about whieh another friend of
ours,; Bernard Baruch, was talking when he told usgi
Since our real‘wealth is drawn from the earth, In
always llmlted quantitiles, as,minerals,‘food, water,

wood and willdlife, destructlon of:théhaabth'ﬁnsuﬁﬂage

_ _and pasté of .its ‘products. have :a cogentmeanling that

touches the life, today and tomorrow, of every human

beingo
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Ang Heéfe again is your ﬁérrdt@r ~= Mr, James Cagney:?
Thig 1s a story about water -~ and the way that

people use it, It takes 24,000 gallons of water to
make a ton of steel, 240,000 gallons to dress a
thousand hogs, 470,000 gallons to :make a-thousand
barrelg of beer, and -- pertinent to this true story
about Kalamazoo -=- 35,000 gallons to make an average
ton of paper, For here's what happened, In the case
of the paper mills that dot the banks of Michigan's
Kalamazoo¢

According to our records, there were some 1200 tons of
paper produced there in 1930, And in these 1950
surveys, we're looking at 2071 tons.

In twenty years, the production of paper almost
doubled =-- but the gize and flow of the rilver, the
waters which are the life blood of this paper making
process, remained the game., Incldentally, the man
quoting those figures was Milton C, Adams, chalrman

of the Michigan Water Resources Commlgslons, whose
actual voilce, along with the voices of a number of
Kalamazoo Valley citizens, wlll bring you this gtory --
thelr own account of a civic-minded effort to face and
solve a problem that's common to us all, People =~-
and water, But in Kalamazoo, the situation was

uncommonly acute, For, as Milton Adamg told us ==
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There's probably no place in the Unlted States where
the concentration of industry of this type in relation
to the available water 1s as unfavorable as we find 1t.
Of course, these factories don't actually "use up" the
water, It's not within man's power to add Lo or
subtract from the same Bibllcal waters that floated
the Ark and parted'for Moses and the trilbes, There's
precisely as much water today in the sea and streams
and clouds as when Caesar crossed the Rublcon. What
man does to water 1s to "hoprrow" it -~ at a critical
moment in the cycle through which endlegsly pass all
the waters of the earth, But, like any good borrower,
man should return the article ln redsonably good
condition, When he fails to do so in the case of
water, it's called "pollution". That's what you need
to know as background for d scene that took place 1in
Kalémazoo, Michigan, on March 27, 1951. Milton Adams,
sécretary of the State Water Resources Commission, was
listening to a delegation of indignant citizens from
the town of Allegan, a few miles downstream from
industrial Kalamazoo, vThey were Attorney Leo Hoffman,
Allegan's city manager, Philip Beauvals, and Guy Teed,
& conservationist, Listen:

Well, Mr, Adams, for many years we in Allegan have
watched that river go from bad to worse until it's
reached such a condition that 1t's unbearable,

T know from the information in our files and from the
reports my men glve me that the Kalamazoo River through

and below Kalamazoo and downstream through Plailnwell
and Otsege and Allegan, 18 a mess.
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I've only been in office two years, but long enough to
know that my public is up in armg =~
The odor coming from.the river is so strong and
unpleasant that it interrupts people's sleep, 1t
destroys thelr appetite, and 1t takes the palnt from
the houses,
We don't contribute a drop in the bucket to the amount
of the pollution that goes into that river.and we have
to take all of the filth and sewage and pollutlion from
Kalamazoo, Otsege, Plailnwell, Parchment, and some ten

or twelve paper mllls,

- The river was originally a beautiful river; people

came from long distances to live on the river, to f[isgh
there, whilch brought business into Allegan,

How about it, Guy? How do you feel about 1t?

I think the gentlemen have covered the sltuation pretty
well, _We’fe losing the potential assessed valuation

on thousands of bullding locations along the banks of
this river which means the taxpayers have walted long
enough to get some actlon from the water resources
commission,

We have a large, beautlful lake downstream from usg, and
today the sludge that lg deposgited in the river by the
de-inking mills in Kalamazoo 1lg beginning to enter that
pond

In the gummer of 1950 very complete tests and surveys
were made, They show a very substantial growth in the
mill output, for instance, between the time of our

last survey in 1946, There was something like 17390

tong of paper produced here in this valley in 1946, and
that's gone up to 2070 tons in 1950. '
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Well, Mr, Adams, thls committee doesn't come here |
critizing you or the stream control commisslon, but we
can't emphasize too much the need for action =--
immediate action by way of cleaning up the podllution

in the Kalamazoo plver,

A1l right, but actually, I want you to remember this -~
we almost had this log jam broken in 1936, but there
are certain things that are nct wilthin my control or
within the control of my commission, but for years
we've approached the mills, They know this thing

isn't right., We worked first on the clty and then we
worked on the mills and the mills would hide behind the
city and the c¢ity behind the mills, and now with the
mills having done little or nothing, the clties haven't
done very much either, I think Allegan 1s the only

one we can credlt with a plant upstream besldes Battle

Creek.

Yes, but Mr, Adams, how long do you have to walt? In
1936 you said you almogt broke thisg log jam, Now here
we are ftoday., Mayor Todd wants to delay the matter
further 80 he can appoint a committee to study the
situation.

"A committee to study the situation', Well, in his

exasperation, Leo Hoffman had his facts stralght, all

(MORE )
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For, shortly before these gentlemen from Allegan pald _
this call on Mllton Adamg, Mayor Paul Todd of
Kalamazoo had indeed made a recommendation to his clty
commigssion, and these were his words:

A8 the members of the commlssion know, the Water
Resources Board has prepared orders requiring most of
our local paper mills to cut down on the amount of
waste they are putting into the Kalamazoo River., This
condition is a declded nulsance and we can't blame fthe
Water Resources Board and the Conservation Board for
inslsting that definite steps be taken to cut down these
wastes, On the other hand, we all realize that the
Kalamozoo community depends heavily on the paper
industry. There are over 10,000 people here whose
livelihood depends on the continued operation of thege
mills. I have conferred with management of Kalamazoo
mills at length about the problem and they tell me that
they just dpn’t see how fthey can comply with the orders
of the Water Regources Board at the present time on
account of bechnical problems involved, Under these
circumstances it seems to me that the best approach is
to have a commilttee made up of exeoutivés from the
Kalamazoo paper millg and some other representative
citizens to study this problem with the collaboration
of Mr. Milton Adamg and such other members of the

poard ags might be available, I'm convinced that the
mills want to do what they should do in this situation,
and believe thig committee can outline some practical

compromises which the board would accept temporarily
( MORE )
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at least and which the mills would find 1t possible
from a practical standpoint to comply with. I should
therefore like to be authorized by the Commission to
request the Water Resources Board_to'hold up issuing
definite orders to the local paper mills in order to
glve this commlttee a reasonable time in which to study
the problem and try to come up with a practical
solution,

That's the propésal that was coming from Kalamazoo in

the Spring of '51., A llttle further study.

A little more time, But for‘these.men from Allegan,
as they stated their case to Milton Adams, time was
running out, -

Why do we have to have it studied? Everybody knows
that it's making life migerable for us, We don't want
to walt. We want some action now!

Well, I think the Commission 1s ready to take action,
I would suggest that they require the committee to
make i1ts report not later than September meeting and
let ug know what they come up with, I wouldn't think
that 1t would take more than three or four months;
vou mentioned the fact that the Clty of Allegan has a
primary treatment plant taking care in some measure of
its own municipal sewage. This plant will probably

be worn out by the time that other plants up the river

start operating.
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AD2¥S: ~ Oh, I hope not, Phil, I hope we will get to doing

A

something before that, _
BEggVAIS: Well, I hope so, too, but Mr, Adams, wouldn't you feel
kind of silly to go before your councll, meeting af'ter
meeting, to try to Jjustify billls for.chlorine, salaries .
and wages, the energy to pump the sewage, the.repairs
of the gewers and the sewer outlet, when you're the
only town on the river between Battle Creek and the
mouth that treats their sewage in any manner whatsoever?
ADAMS: ~ Phil, I would say thls: You might feel a little sillly
about 1t, but there 1is a very good legal reagon why
you should continue to treat your sewage and do the
best you can. In other words, what one fellow does,
doesn't excuse another,
HOFEMAN: Maybe we better close 1t down, and see what happens,
= That will bring i1t to a head.

BEAUVAIS: We've thought of dolng it.

2
Aﬁgggi It takes engineers,?and ¥t takes money, it takes
- ~sclence and know how, and the practical means of
solving such problems as we have here to get relief
from the river,
TEED ¢ Mr. Adams, I think Mayor Todd's suggestlon may not bé a
o bad one. It may be that such a river study committee
would result in moulding public opinion to the point
where it would be eaéier for your commission, easler
for the communitieg involved, to proceed with a
program of pollution control.
AD%%S: I think you hit something theres We want them to get

into thisg river in a boat this summer and see Just why

the oxygen all slnks, ( MORE )
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Every natural stream has got to have a certain
proportion of that dissolved oxygen in the water to
maintain a good stream, You take that out by waste
lead, and everything 1s gone, The only thing you'lve
1eft 1s the ability to float a boat and that isn't
very pleasant sometimes,

HOFFMAN ¢ vou can't even float a boat on it anymore. I left nmy

= poat in the river and it ate the bottom out of 1%,

ADAMS ¢ The Commission will be meeting shortly to hear what

5 Mayor Todd has to offer, The people have to vote the
money, you know, And they're not always inclined to
take what some fellow up in Lanslng says 18 necegsary;
but if a Committee of bthelr own people find oﬁt that
we're rnot just talking nonsense, and they so report to
their people, it should help a lot,

(MUSTC:_ _ IN_AND_UNDER)

CAGNEY ¢ 8o, the men from Allegan agreed to walt a little longer
-~ 1f the Waﬁer Resources Board decided;that some
postponement and further study was in the best interests
of all concerned, |
Not that Milton Adams was temporizing with the
acuteness of the problem, For later that same day =--
March 27, 1951 =~ he had a heart to heart talk wilth
another committee, this one representing the management
of the paper mills -~ Dwlght Stocker, James Wise,

Frederick Fischer and Roman Suess.
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Well, gentlemen, I}would say there is a crisls, and T
think you all realize -- you, Jim and the rest of wyou
here -- that the Commission has got to take some action
on this problem.

It's not an easy problemy I think you reallze that.
Yes, Dwight, I think I'm guilte cognizant of that,

Milt, I wonder if people understand that there are
these eleven mills on the Kalamazoo River from a point
just upstream from Kalamazoo to Otsego some 15 miles
downgtream,

Probably not.

And that five of these eleven mlills make printing
paper using.as pParb.of thelw raw-matérial the *bebtter
grades of waste paper, that this waste paper 1ls cooked,
washed and bleached, and in that process about one
third of the purchased weight of that waste paper 1s
lost, and that thege are the wastes which are golng
into the stream,

There's too much paper produced here in thils little

area for this little river,

T've been frankly at a loss for years to know what the
river has done with all of this‘stuff that 1t has to
recelve,

Well, some 10,000 people are working in the paper mills
of Kalamazoo and contributing to the economlc stabllity
of the community, and the five de-inking mille make
about 400 tong of pulp a day, and the average growth

of wood in the forests to make thig much pulp for a

year would require about 250,000 acres.
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I reallze that, Jim ..
T realize that we can't in turn make a disagreeable
mess out of our stream in so doing, but it is true
that the procesgs 1tself conserves our forests.
Some of the millg feel that the econonilc burden may bell
almost unendurable if we get into this thing in too
elaborate a scale.
Jomebody has got to glve on this thing, and we've got
to look to more accomplishment on the‘part of the mllls
than we've had in the past,
Our problem at Otsego is somewhat different, ours belng
a neutral sulphite mill, This far there 18 no known
solution to our pulp mill wastes, so that we would
require time and effort for a study to golve the
problem’in our case.
Well, now, I'1ll tell you, Roman, we don't think it's
quite fair for industry to bring in a new process and
not know how to take care of the waste that goes along
with 1t, .
Ten't it true, Milt, that generally speaking, rivers
become more highly industrialized downstream, whereas
in the cage of the Kalamazoo River, that stream 1s
highly industrialilzed upstream, and then hag a run
through a wilderness downstream which makes the
subject much more pertlnent to those people who are
trying to develop vacationing and outdoor sports .
That's very true, Jim, and that is a complicating
factor, But we didn't pick out this locatlon for these

Kalamazoo paper mills, and there isn't anything in the

law that puts any different handling of this problem
than problems that we encounter elsewhere,
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Milt, we're not talking about dilsgease-~carrylng
pollution, It's industrial waste, It's a nulsance
rather than anything that might carry disease:

I think that's true, Dwight.

We feel that the municipalitiss are responsilble for
about 95 per cent of the bacterial loadlng on the
streams, but we have to hold thé mills responsilble for
about 95 per cent of the golids and nearly that high
percentage of the oxygen demand loading, forgetting

entiraely the bacterlal part of 1it,

I know you, Dwight, have been working on experimental
waste digposal over a perlod of years,

We have been working, trying to find out several things:
How much waste we have to treat; how we're golng to do
1t, what we accomplish, and then what we're going to do
Wwith the material that we take out, We started back in
1947 and first put the pilot plant in back of the mill
at the Michigan Paper Company., _

It was only until the National Council for Stream
Improvement came to Kalamazco and the work started at
the MIchigan Paper Company and then later was operated
cooperativliey among all the de-~inking mills that wé‘
really started to get anywhere on methods of removal of
these wastes,

It wag based on the resgearch work that was done by the
National Council for Stream Improvement under Dr,
Philip Morgan, and we took a very sméll amount of our
waste on a continuing basis and ran 1t through this

plant,
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Yes, Dwight ..

And then a year later, with qulte a little prompting
from you, M1lt, the Kalamazoo River Improvement

Company was established, The members lIncluded all of
the de-inking millg on the Kalamazoo Rlver,

The dg—inking type of millg have a pecullarly diffilcult
problem, but it's seemed to us ln this preliminary
form of order that we'tve got to require those mills to
remove all of the freely settleable solids and get
their machine waste loadings down to five or ten pounds
per ton of product., |

You feel, do you, that your proposed order 1s & fair
compromise between the problems of the mills and the
interests of the downstream communitles?

Well, let me put it this way, Jim, It's only going

to remove a portion of the blochemical option demand

on the oxygen in the stream that we thing eventually
has got to take place. But I think it makes a first
step in this program,

wé recognize that something must be done and we are
working on a recovery method, We have sbtarted a
project due to the encouragement of the State
Conservation Department to utilize what are commonly
called weed trees, and we feel 1t has great possblllties
for future paper making.

vou ‘know, that machine waste figure you Just named is
no cinch, That's a tough one. Particularly on the

light weight papers.
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ADAMS ¢ We have to have it tough, Dwight. There isn't any
> other way., That it seems to us 1ls a necessary
preliminary.
FIECHER: T think it will be interesting to have the citizen's
° committee study the problem from an over all sténd
point of the interegts of the comminuty and the
problem of the mills and see Just how some of fthese
problemg can be worked out.
SUESS 3  In the meantime, we wlll certainly work on a golution
£to the pulp mill problem,
CAGNEY 3 So the mills were warned of what they might expect In
the way of de=-pollution orders in the Fall, Back in

Kalamazoo, as Mayor Todd had recommended,

the city fathers authorized a study projuct, naming
as its chairman Dr, Harold Taylor, director of the
Upjohn Foundation for Economic Research, Through the
gummer of 1951 this committee worked toward some falr
and reagonable way in which to relieve the sorely over=~
loaded viver, And in early Fall, Dr, Taylor and his
colleagues faced the Water Resources Commission;

TAYLOR ¢ gentlemen, we have come today to report our concluslons

o2 to you, We were extremely fortunate In being able to

secure ag our staff man Dr, Harold T. Smlth, business
manager of Kalamazoo College, I should like at this
time to introduce Dr. Smith, and to ask that he review

the highlights of the conclusiong which our committee

has reached, Dr., Smith:
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The Kalamazoo River 1s a small river serving an area of
2,000 square miles which is becoming more and more
heavily populated and industrialized, % . »

The chieéf industyial uﬁgrs, sald Dr. Smith, were 15
paper mills located aléng 18 miles of the water course,
In producing 200 tons of paper a day they dump something
like 180 tons of solids into the river,. Its condltion
has been worge than that of a well-controlled river of
the lowegt industrial clagsification in some of the
eastern states, The lowest industrial classifilcatilon
always requires the presence of some okygen. In three
tests in 1950 there was no dissolved oxygen in the
water over stretches of ten to twenty miles Jjust

below the city of Kalamazoo,

Not only can nothing lilve in such water, but under such
conditiong, quite literally, the river stinks. Only
150,000 people live along this valley Yet ~-

The total oxygen demand load is equivalent to that
produced by a normal population of 650,000 people ==
that's how important the mills are,

Dr., Smith reviewed the long history of effortg to cope
with the pollution, in studies by state agencles, 1n
local laboratories, in experiments wilth the Natlonal
Council for Stream Improvement.

In 1950 they set up a demonstration plant whlch was able
to take care of about a third of the waste from the
Michigan Paper Company plant, The process was

developed right here in this comminity.
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Sludge -~ waste solids ~- of no known value, 18 a
particular headache of the de~inking mills, sald Dr.
Smith, Yet, if thig uselegs stuff is not dumped into
the giream and washed away ==~
It woulid have to be stored somewhere, and 1t hags been
estimated that it would require 13 acres of land piled
five feet deep to handle this sludge for one year, It
isn't wnown whether if it were pilled somewhere 1t
might nct be a land nuisance that would be dntolerable,
Now -- as:to what the committee recommended, or the
Commisailon might isgsue as an enforcement order. Dr,
Smith ycinted out that the mllls were of differing
types, and what was required of them should be tailored
accordirgly, The mills had, in fact, been consulted,

and hadl ansreed to certain measgures,

The stralght board mills willl put clarifilers or.

settling tanks at the end of the sewers and they will
catch thei:» wash water and theilr waste. They will
turn it beck into the mill and mix the solids back
into the raw material and use it in making more board,
For other mills with more complicated manufacturing
processes, there could be no such simple solution,
What they probably will do first éf all 1s to improve
theilr internal systems and catch the waste and the
wash water at each paper making machine, turn the
waste back into thelr raw materilal for the next job,
and thereby not depend upon clariflers at the end of
thelr sewers,

Some of the mills -~ the de-inking mills, especlally,

were going to have to gpend some money.
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The costs might well add $2,00 a ton to the price of
their paper and be a pretty important load on thelr
economy .
And as for the mill at Otsego Falls -~ the one making
pulp out of hard wood ~~- its waste wasn't solid, it
waszsoluble, and couldn't be settled or filltered out,
S0 =~
As a matter of fact, the commissiont*s orders omitted
this mill, becausge there 1s no known way of taking
care of their waste., 8o our study committee recommends
that the orders bé taileved to the situation and o
the condition for each group of mills and try to
program along with the mills how the removal of their
pollution should take place,
3o much for the mills, But there was another part of
the pollution story =-- a ohapter written by the cities
themselves,
The city of Allegan has its own disposal plant and the
Upjohn Company has its own disposal plant, and Battle
Creek gives 1ts sewage a primary treatment first, but
otherwise all sewage from the area is dumped into the
river in 1ts faw staée¢
Kalamazoo and the paper towns, wlith the enormous
waste load from the millg as thelr excuse, were using
the Kalamazoo river ag an open sewer,
The committee feels that the municipalities should
recognize the unsatilsfactory condition of the river and
should begin making plans lmmediately for the abatement

of pollution without walting to be placed under orders.



-18~
CAGNEY ¢ The mills got down to business - lnstalllng thelr filters
and clarifilers and chemlcal washeprs and settling
basins, (MUSIC OUT) And in Kalamazoo, a commibttee of
citizens at last faced up to thelr own problem -- the
peril to health that poured from helr sewers into the
polluted stream., The committee decided they had two
alternatives, And here's the present mayor, Glen Allen,
to tell us what they were, |
ALLENS We could simply say to the people -- here's a measure
(T4) asking for a 'yes or 'no vote as to whether we should
issue three mlllion dollars worth of bonds %o build a
plant, |
CAGNEY s A proposal which, without amplificatlon, would be a
certaln guarantee of defeat,
ALLEN? Or we could be more courageous and frankly tell the
(75) people that if they did not vote for it the state
would force us to do 1t, We declded to take the more
courageous of those two alternatives.
CAGNEY ¢ And how did they sell this propositlon to the citlzens
of Kalamazoo?
ALLEN: We used a very inberesting technique in public
(76) relatlons -~ a 22 man and woman committee, with

representatives from labor, from business, minorlty

groups, the board of realtors, educatlon, everyone

from the president of our largest company down to the
janitor in one of our small concerns, We asked thls
committee to review the facts, and if they chose to do

80, bto recommend a 'yes' vote,
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And, after a month of study, that's exactly what the
committee did, And they put impact behind their
opinion with an intenslve publicilty campalgn, The
result?

When the vote was counted, the people had voted to
build a sewage disposal plant by elghty per cent to
twenty per cent, A very phenomenal vote of ap@roval.
And because the community acted before the state forced
thém to do so, they got thelr bonds at a very low rate

of interest,

And now that the plant has been bullt, we find that the

actual costs ran about $450,000 underneath our
estimates., We have placed the $450,000 in a special
account to develop sewers in the territory which 1s
being annexed to the city.

And 1s the disposal plant meeting its purpose?

Here's Clarence Elliott, Kalamazoo's cilty manager.

Well, the state of Michigan required that 70 per cent

of our solids be removed, Actually, our tests show

that we are removing 70 per cemt‘ofvthe solids, and

we add chemicals between May and September and remove

75 to 85 per cent,

And, in the inbtervenlng years, what has the new
purifying equipment accomplighed at the paper mills?

Not long ago, three paper mill executives met to compare
notes on progress -- three of the men who four years ago

had met with Milton Adams: Messrs, Stocker, Suess

, and Filsher,
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S?gg§ER: Since the Mayor's Committee issued thelr report, a lot
of money has bheen spent trying to improve the
Kalamazoo River,
F%SS§ER: Dwight, I know that at our plant we've been having
' amounts running into several hundred thousand dollars,.
and I'm sure everybody has carried out the program in
gopd falth, as far as they were able to,
STgCKER: I think we could say, Fred, more than slx or seven
( 2) million dollars, all right.
F%g%§ER: I think that practlcally everyone has wholeheartedly
drawn vp their plans on the schedule of dates -
réquired in accordance with the specifications lald down
by the Water Resources Commisslion's engilneers,
8%82§ER: OQur last treatment plant didn't go into operation until

after our July fourth shutdown. We had to walt until

we could make'the'tieqin.

FZI(:SOHER: I think now that practicslly all of the projects have
5 .

Just come in 1n the last few weeks,
S%ggsi At the time of the Haven H1ll meeting, the Commisslon

did not have a proposed order on our pulp mill wastes
because at that time it was an unknown quantity. We,
“of course, were one of‘the bilggest violators in
pollutional load,

FISCHERS I wonder if you could tell us about that, Mr, Suess?
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We found a methoéd ¢ookilng our wood so that the blitiding
qualities were left in the o¢ffluent. It proved so
successful that we disposed of all our pulp mill liquor

durlng the summer months when 1t was most harmful to the

- river as a road binder product to settle the dust on

secondary voads and to bind the road materlals, We were
bettering our stipulation by the 12,000 gallons a day
that we were permltted to discharge.

Sometime during the next year or so it wlll become
evlident what the results are, |

I belleve that our solutlon during the crltilical months
has been one of the greatest assets to lmprovement of the

river that could have been accomplished,

— oot e . e o —— Sy,

And, of course, there were the gentlemen from downstream
Allegan -- the three who 1in 1951 had complalned to the
commlsslion about the noxious, sludge-laden waters being

Sent thelr way,

We recently eavesdpropped on them agaln, too, ILeo
Hoffman, Guy Teed, and Clty Manager Beauvals,

Well, Phll, you're the cilty manager and you prepresent
the clty of Allegan and maybe you have some thoughts on
whether the clby or someone mhould do anything at this
time about pollutlon in the river,

wéli, I have felt that the summer that we Just passed
through has been a real test, Frankly, I've had no
complalnts regarding odors on the river,

Well, I have, Phil,
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The fish ki1ll that we experlenced -- I wouldn't say we
could attribute that to the condltlon of the stream. It
was Intensely hot, and 1t 's my opinion that the lack of
water in the river coupked with the heat was responsible
for that fish kill,
Yes, but Phil, welre entltled to a clear stream, whether
the water 1s high or low,
That's true, and we're entitled to the normal flow of
that rlver at all times -- that's bothewrlng me right
now -- which has nothing to do with pollutlon, however,
I thlnk that qulte a little has been accomplished, Guy-
at least 1t's my experilence that we haven't had the
odor this summer that we had two summers ago, and the
viver looks a lﬁttle cleaner,
Well, I feel that the people of Allegan are grateful for
what has already been done, but I'm sure they're not
golng to be satlsfied with condltlons as they arve today,
I'11 agree wlth you that there'!s stlll a lot to be
done .,
I do think, Leo, that If we accomplish nothing more than
to keep that liquor from that pulp mlll out -- 60 or 80
thousand gallons a day -- 1t certalnly has been a bilg
beneflt to that stream,
You remembexr, Leo the publlc meetlng they held in
Plainwell and the people there were wantlng a clean
rlvern,
The munlclpalitles on the river -- Kalamazoo, Parchment,
Plainwell and Otsego ~- theylre bullding not only
primary treatment such as we have here In Allegan, but

they're bullding secondary treatment,
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T%?gé) When wlll these piants be 1n operatlon?
B%éUX%IS% The Otsego plant 18 already in operation, and I expect
0 :

the time isn't fayr off when MLlt Adams 1s golng to pay
me a nlce little call and acquaint me wilth the fact that
we better get ourselves set to bulld secondary treatment

for our 1litbtle plant because Ehey will be demanding 1lt.

T%ED:) Well, you know, Phil, we'll be ready to bulld our plant
105
when the rlver 1ls reasonably clean.
B%AU%%IS: . I had the privilege of attending the Otsego dedlcation
10 -

ceremony a few Sundays ago and there was a representative
of the Water Resources Commlsslon present, and I
detected in hls comments an indicatlon that the time
isn't fap off when they!ll be making another study of
thils river, and in all probabllity come up wlth some
additlonal orders.
HOFFMAN Well, you know I gtlll have that law sult pending, but
(107) 1f they can clean up the rlver to our satisfaction; why
I think we should wait, | |
BEAUVAIS: I think we should keep right on the ball, but frankly,
<108) Leo, as far as I can understand, this Watér Resources
Commlissilon got what they asked for, and they made 1t
plain 1t was an interim order, and if that doesn't do
the trick, I'm satlsfled they're golng back and ask for

more, and I for one am willling to at least rest on our ~

oars for awhlle and see what happens,

vt WaAa b St remw ey mat geasre  Brme  meese  hadin e bt
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And that's where it stands today -~ an interim report
on a peoplel!s campalgn to clean the polson out of a

gstream on which thelr very lives depend,

- -

The flght 1s far from won, and, indeed, theve are still
areas of controversy., Down in Allegan, Leo Hoffman says:
Some people have talked about the Kalamazoo Rlver bheing
an industrial stream, Well, as far as I'm concerned, I
want a clean river from Allegan down to Lake'Michigan,
80 the people can swim in 1t and flsh in 1%,

Whereas, up in Kalamazoo, Dr, Harold Taylor obser&és:
Much as a man may like flshing, good flshing is no
substitute for a good Job;

As to whether the Kalamazoo can ever be restored to a

‘condltlon anywhere approachlng lts pristine purity, even

Leo Hoffman admits.,.

Maybe that's impossible, but I think people are entitled
to that,

With:. whlch no one would dlsagree. But the questlon ils--
how many people? Can people contlnue to dwell ln numbers
along the banks of the Kalamazoo, and mitlgate the mess
that they themselves create in the inevitable processes
of 1llfe and labor? Well, ét least theytve come to grips
with 1t-- and they've made a start, Thls summer the

volce of the people slnce 1833, the Kalamazoo Gazette,

sald sditorially: "Kalamazoo Rlver, withln lilving memory
a sllver clear stream, may never agailn become ideal for
recreatlonal purposes, but at least 1lts future seems
brighter than at any times In decades,

(MORE )
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Future generatlons may look back on the 1950's as the
period when effective actlion was flrst taken to combat
the pollution of our rilvers, No one can be sure what
the future holds., The Water Regources Commlsslon says
'wefll have to evaluate it all to see what has happened!,
But we can at least view wlth satlsfaction the concrete
steps already taken, Concentrating Lts first‘fire on
the paper industyy, the commission began demanding
actlon, The paper industry, 1f apprehensive, tackled
the problem with vigor, The commisslon has also brought
presure upon the ciltiles, towns and villages to end thelr
pollution of the stream with sewage., Thanks to research
developments, the threat of closed mllls and unemployment
because of the plver clean-up has disappeared, and at
the same time, the prospects for industrial growth in
the future have been greéﬂiy improved," So much for

the words of the Kalamazoo Gazetbte. We began by saylng
that our story was about water and people, Nor is 1t
uniquely the problem of Kalamazoo, Mlchigan, Dr. Harold
Taylor put it to us llke this:

The problem stems from growilng urbanizatlon and
industrialization and this trend &s certalnly one which
18 evident 1n all the communities of the natlon.

One thing 1s certailn -- the people of Kalamazoo; or
Cincinnatil, or Kansas City, or Omaha, aren't golng tb
disincorporate and desert thelr homes and factorles and

scatter to the wilnds, So --
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T?g&g%: In Kalamazoo we are gradually learnlng to take a
balanced view on this issue, Indusbrlalists are learnlng
a lesson, They are learning that streams can become §0
overloaded as to be a public nulsance, They are taklng
the initlatlve iIn looking for ways to reduce the load.
They're recognlzing that even though the cost may be
great, they must make every effort to keep the rlvers
out of the nulsance class, The mills wlll do all they
can to improve conditlons, and we in turn willl not
expect the impossible; The river must be used for the

good of all the people, and we @xpéct to contlnue

working toward that goal,

(MUSIC:_ _ _ _IN AND UNDER)
CAGNEY: This 1s James Cagney, Next week our story .,etc. etc..,
cb/sh

12/12/55 pm
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